Proposed Revision to the Latino/a Studies Minor Program

Since 2004, Latino/a Studies and the College of Humanities has attracted and hired five new faculty who join the three faculty who continue to contribute substantially to the development and scholarship in Latino/a Studies. As a faculty group, they work closely with colleagues in Spanish and Portuguese, Anthropology, and The Center for Latin American Studies. In response to this wonderful expansion of faculty, there has been a great increase in the development of new courses and revision of current syllabi. Therefore, it has become an ideal time to examine and update the requirements for the current minor which, while allowing for extensive flexibility, offers little focus for students. The proposed minor maintains the current 25 credit hour requirement, but requires that all students complete an introductory course and choose a content area to focus their minor experience. 
Attached is a chart of current requirements followed by the proposed requirements. In the revised minor, all students will be required to take the core course: Comparative Studies 242: Introduction to Latino/a Studies. From there, students will select one of three focus areas: Culture and Literature; History; and Social Issues. These focus areas will provide for a more guided experience within the minor and highlight the scholarship fields of our faculty.  
The following courses will be removed from the minor due to withdrawal or a lack of fit within the new structure:

Anthropology 553.01

Women’s Studies 520, 540

The following courses will be new options on the minor:

Anthropology 421.06

Comparative Studies 545 
English 367.01, 578, 581

History 324, 340, 577.01, 577.02

Spanish 380

Women’s Studies 375, 560, 693 (with permission)

Focus Descriptions:

Culture, Literature and Arts: Students choosing this area will focus their coursework on the various forms of creative expressions that have emerged from the U.S. Latina/o community: literature, film, art, dance, theater, music, comic books, and more. This might also occasion the exploration of Latina/o cultural phenomena as it interfaces with that arising out of communities in the Americas generally. Students will explore just how such Latina/o cultural making and engaging is a means of creative expression as well as a potential vehicle for social transformation.

History: This focus area will situate Latina/o history on the border between U.S. and Latin American history. Students will learn about the experiences of communities who had been rendered invisible by canonical histories in the U.S. and Latin America. Moreover, they will learn new methodologies for historical research and gain a greater understanding of the relationship between history and power.
Social Issues: The emphasis of this focus area will be the current issues affecting the Latina/o population in the U.S. These social issues (that stretch across the Americas) may include, though are not limited to, immigration, educational policy, language, labor, voting trends, etc. Classes will require students to analyze current media reports about the contemporary state of affairs in the Latina/o community and place these reports within a broader historical backdrop. 
Latino/a Studies Minor Requirements

	Current Requirements
	

	Core (10 Hours):

Comparative Studies 242, 243 (with approval), 367.04, 544

Social Work 301

Spanish 557

Women’s Studies 340, 367.02


	Electives (15 hours):

African American and African Studies 243 (with approval), 545, 595

Allied Medical Professions 641

Anthropology 553.01

Comparative Studies 205, 242, 243 (with approval), 367.04, 544, 545

History 598 (with approval)

Linguistics 367

Political Science 608

Psychology 375

Social Work 300, 301

Sociology 380, 608

Spanish 330, 331, 557, 689 (taught in Spanish)

Women’s Studies 340, 367.02, 520, 540, 545

Independent research or fieldwork (5 credit hours maximum). Students can develop an independent project in consultation with an adviser.


	Proposed Requirements
	Students will choose one Focus Area for the minor. 

	Culture, Literature and Arts Focus
	History Focus
	Social Issues Focus

	5 Hour Core course: 

Comparative Studies 242: Intro to Latino/a Studies
	5 Hour Core course:
Comparative Studies 242: Intro to Latino/a Studies
	5 Hour Core course: Comparative Studies 242: Intro to Latino/a Studies

	Students choose one course from the following:

Comparative Studies 544 

English 367.01, 581

Spanish 557

Women’s Studies 367.02
	Students choose one course from the following:

History 324, 577.01, 577.02

	Students choose one course from the following: African American & African Studies 545

Comparative Studies 243, 367.04, 545 (cross-listed with AAAS 545)

Women’s Studies 340, 560

	Students choose 3 courses from the following:

Arts and Sciences 640 (with approval)

Comparative Studies 205 (with approval), 367.04, 544

English 367.01, 578 (with approval), 581

Spanish 330, 331 (with approval), 380, 557

Women’s Studies 367.02, 375, 367.02, 560, 693 (with approval)


	Students choose 3 courses from the following:

Arts and Sciences 640 (with approval)

Comparative Studies 367.04

History 324, 577.01, 557.02, 598 (with approval)

Sociology 380
Women’s Studies 340, 367.02, 560, 693 (with approval)

	Students choose 3 courses from the following:
African American & African Studies 545, 554 (with approval), 595

Anthropology 421.06

Arts and Sciences 640 (with approval)

Comparative Studies 243 (with approval); 367.04, 545 

Psychology 375

Social Work 300, 301

Sociology 608 (with approval)

Spanish 640, 660, 689

Women’s Studies 340, 560, 693 (with approval)


